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THANK-YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS 2019/2020 

Brown Family 
John + Wyllis Mourant 

Andrea Fail 
Jacqui + John Nicholson 
Deb + Rick Herbertson 

 

THANKS TO OUR  
VOLUNTEERS -  

musical and  
administrative!! 

 

Christmas Parade 2019 
Ridder-Strickland Family 

Jansons Concrete +  
Haulage 

Rob Neate 
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Allowing young musicians to experience ‘striving for excellence, and 
that aiming high is possible, and worth doing’. 

CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale musicians joined  
Gippsland Symphony Orchestra, 

 Forge Theatre, Bairnsdale  
led by David Williams, OAM,  

Artistic Director. 

CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale Inc is part of an 
international music / social change 

program, (El Sistema). 
We provide intensive instrumental and 

choral group tuition resulting in life 
enhancing experiences for children, 

families and the community. 

Our programs are socially and culturally 
inclusive, and offer opportunities for 

regular performance and engagement 
with other ensembles. 

We 
encourage 
the natural 
inclination 
of people 
to share 
and help 

each other 
learn. 

mailto:crashendo@bigpond.com


 

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION  
at Clifton Creek and Nungurner Primary Schools 

Woodwind/brass tutor, Vikki Shaw instructs students at 2 schools.  There are 
two programs in each: instrumental tuition and pre-orchestral.  
 

After having focused on posture and set-up and the first five notes, instru-
mental students have now increased tempo (speed) and lung capacity, read-
ing music skills and playing together as a band. The students have also been 
learning how to use clear and consistent tonguing.  
 

The two schools came together for a joint concert. Some students have 
joined the Crashendo! Bairnsdale Youth Orchestra and East Gippsland Brass 
(Training) Band to extend their musical experience.   
 

WE CONTINUE TO HAVE MORE SCHOOLS ON A WAITING LIST 
Please support us to bring this program to more local children. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ORCHESTRA 
Students in  our tuition programs are making community connections. 

Twice weekly afterschool during school terms. 
Bring instrument and a pocket folder for music.  

Small snack provided. 
Free but donations support and extend our activities. 

STRINGS, WOODWIND and BRASS players. PLEASE JOIN US 
 

All ages and playing levels welcome. 
More skilled musicians make excellent mentors! 

NEW CONDUCTOR for 
YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
Musical mentor Kieran 
Brown (16) is now our  

orchestra conductor. 

At rehearsals, Kieran works 
with Hilary Rigg, Orchestra 

Leader, and volunteer  
John Schmidli. 

Bairnsdale Hub Open Day 
We shared the stage with 
the U3A Ukelele Group. 
This was a very successful 
collaboration.  
Thanks to leader Pam  
Cracknell and the Ukes! 



LITTLE SQUEAKS AND WHISTLES- EARLY YEARS ’Proof of Concept’ PROGRAM  (0-6 yr olds) 

Collaboration with Save the Children. Tutor: Eva Grunden.  
 

The initial stage of this music development ‘Proof of Concept’ program was run at Cubby Care childcare 
centre - Toddler room (18 month to 3 year old’s) and Dala Yooro Aboriginal Children’s Centre - Four-year-

old funded kindergarten. We thank staff and families at these centres for their participation ! 
 

Growing children’s development through music is based on research that indicates the importance of nur-
turing and stimulating environments for healthy child growth. The ‘Proof of Concept’ aims to increase so-
cial and emotional wellbeing through incorporating music into early childhood programs. It was child-
centred, play-based, inclusive and culturally sensitive. It aimed to build capacity of educators and provide 
resources. 
 

It began by building relationships and trust with children and centre– based educators, and incorporated 
singing and listening skills, tapping sticks, body percussion, movement and dance, percussion instruments, 
music and stories, music and feelings, drums and early music reading (Kodaly). 

All 35 student musicians and musical mentors who attended our  

3 day July school holiday program, responded that they 
would recommend the program to others. 93% of parents said the  
program was excellent. 
 

This year’s theme was “Drought” to acknowledge the tough times that 
many of our local community are experiencing. 

Highly experienced tutors  
from Vic College of the Arts, 
Aust. Philharmonic and 
Zelman Orchestras, Rhythms 
for Recovery led sectional 
rehearsals:  
 

(Below L-R) Michelle Priestly 
(woodwind), Philip 
Carrington (strings, mentors, 
orchestra). John Wise 
(percussion), John Schmidli 
(volunteer), Alistair Gunn 
(brass).  

Bec Brewer and son, Noah: advocate on radio 
Over the past 16 months, Noah and I have been 
interviewed twice by Amber Irvine –Guthrie 
from ABC radio. 
 

Both Noah and I were nervous, especially the 
second time, as we travelled to the studio in 
Sale. Towards the end of this interview, Noah 
performed ‘live’ on his violin.  
 

Looking back on the 2 interviews you can see 
how much Noah has grown and the changes 
finding music has made for him.  
 

Both interviews are on our Facebook page. 

More photos available on website:    
http://crashendo-bairnsdale.org.au 

http://crashendo-bairnsdale.org.au


1-day of workshops and concert with Latrobe Orchestra,  

Boucher Hall, Bairnsdale Secondary College, October 20. 

This event was a collaboration with Latrobe Orchestra and Bairnsdale 
Secondary College Strings. Musicians from the local community also 
participated. 

Workshops were held for different skill levels. Then, each of the en-
sembles performed by themselves, then the whole 85 musicians, con-
ducted by Colin Iversen (LTO), joined forces in a massed orchestra to 
perform for the appreciative audience. 

Colin Iversen, event co-leader, commented, “the day ran smoothly, 
with a strong sense of community including mentoring for all ages and 
skill level. Many of the less experienced players had never had the 
chance to play in such a large group and that, and the workshops, 
were inspiring for them’. 

Alison Teychenne, for the Latrobe Orchestra, said ‘Whilst there were 
many tired arms and mouths by the end of the afternoon, everyone 
enjoyed the opportunity and it reminded our younger musicians in the 
community that making music can be a life-long pursuit.’ 

John Noble, Education Officer 
from Orchestra Victoria travelled 
from Melbourne to attend the 
day. Seen here with  Joshua Al-
banese (LTO) 

       Gippsland Symphony Orchestra (GSO) concert , Sept 2019    
        Artistic Director-David Williams, OAM.  
 

There was a large crowd at the GSO concert, who showed enthusiastic support for the chosen program 
and musical prowess of the musicians. The program included 2 works for different sections of the orches-
tra, one for wind instruments and other for the string section. 
 

Violin soloist, Anne Roffe from Sale, excelled in Violin Concerto No. 1 by Bruch. There were also several 
featured instrumentalists in the Gippsland Symphony Orchestra’s ren-
dition of Suites 1 + 2 from the Opera Carmen, including young violinist 
Melody Jefferis. 
 

CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale musicians were thrilled to play with the GSO, 
and chose 4 old tunes. They were Yankee Doodle Dandee, Lily of La-
guna, Toreador Song (also from Carmen Suite) and Goodbye Dolly 
Gray, that sounded very much like the AFL Collingwood, Carlton, Haw-
thorn and Geelong club theme songs. 
 

CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale also played on their own, and were supported by Tiahn van Hoorn and Jasmin 
Sharpe from Bairnsdale Secondary College, local instrument teachers, Inge De Koster, John Schmidli, Kees 
Dogger and Michelle Lee Dogger, and volunteer Kate Hart from Melbourne.          More photos: front page 

REHEARSALS prior to CONCERT 

Musicians from across Gippsland and Melb. 


