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2020 was challenging and rewarding. 

 

We are excited as all our programs ran in 2020, 
albeit on smaller timeframes, switching between 
remote and face to face delivery, and all concerts 
becoming videos. 
 

It has been a year of learning and flexibility. We are 
in a strong position for 2021 with new  programs to 
add to our ongoing ones, new highly skilled tutors 
and new volunteers and funding support. 

CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale Inc is a community-initiated and 
operated music and social development program, based 
on El Sistema (Venezuela) a worldwide 40+ year network.  
 

Programs provide free high quality 
instrumental tuition, community orchestra, 
performances and unique collaborative 
events.  

This improves educational and social 
outcomes for children, youth, their 
parents and the wider community.  
 

Some programs give support for those 
who are experiencing challenges in their 
lives.  

mailto:crashendo@bigpond.com


 

Lost in the Groove-Music Fiesta - online—April 

While the full four day event has been postponed due to COVID-
19, CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale Inc joined with Judy Olienikov 
from Quasitrad Music Melbourne to host this inaugural event 
via Zoom. 

Musician Andy Rigby, who is one of Australia’s leading players 
and teachers of the harp, along with his daughter Sylvie, 
introduced musicians, young and old, to some lively, up-beat 
tunes using Zoom for 1 hour a day over four days. 

Andy played tin whistle and Sylvia played the ukulele. 
Participating musicians joined in with the harp, clarinet, fiddle, 
piano, accordion, trumpet, flute and bass ukulele. 

Participants found the online platform easier to use than 
expected and commented that not only did they feel uplifted, 
but that they also came away with new music to play. 

Within two days of the mini fiesta, Osgar (playing trumpet and 
tin whistle) along with his three sisters had produced a video clip 
of themselves playing and dancing to the catchy tune. 

The mini fiesta was also a chance to ‘test the water’ and for 
CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale personnel to upskill for holding future 
events and ongoing weekly programs in this way as needed. 

We look forward to holding another multi-day event covering 
singing, instrumental workshops and / or concerts in 2021. Stay 
tuned ! 

 

 

Angela Nicholson and son, 
Ethan Hall, were two of the 
participants who joined in 
from their own homes . 

Bella Dooley (5), 
Bairnsdale, played 
ukulele ‘not stop’ for 
two sessions of the 
mini music fiesta.  

MORE LINKS:    
Compellation:https://
youtu.be/79X3ObVSduk 
Daily Session: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1lz5s4b1GWs&feature=y
outu.be 

Mother of 10yo 
Osga reports, “he 
absolutely loved 
the classes and 
has been flat out 
whistling the new 
tunes at least 
once an hour”.  

Musicians were of all ages 
and levels of skill and 
experience, and they 
played a wide variety of 
instruments. 

JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM—3 mornings, online  
 

Tutors: John Wise, Australian Philharmonic Orchestra - percussion  
     Ryan Davies, Wacky Wombat Entertainment—circus skills 
      

Participants ranged from 5 to 13 years and were both locally and Mel-
bourne based. 
 
Ryan Davies shared his extensive skills and experience beginning with 
warmups, including facial expressions, juggling - under legs and arms, in 
figure eights, from up high and behind the back with one, two and three 
balls, plus regularly 'presenting for applause' The final routine was put to-
gether to the infamous circus music, 'Thunder and Blazes'. 
 
Experienced percussionist, John Wise, returned to the Holiday Program to 
lead the percussion sessions. He was assisted by Maureen Plunkett, Crash-
endo! Bairnsdale president and local music teacher. 
 
The young percussionists made instruments from home items like buckets, 
cans, bottles, wooden blocks, rice and wooden spoons. Drums, triangles 
and drumsticks which were also included in the finale piece, 'Zoom Footy 
Concerto'. 
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GIPPSLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA—Sept 
 

David Williams, OAM, artistic director 
and musicians from the Gippsland 
Symphony Orchestra joined our online 

orchestra rehearsals for 4 weeks (in September) 
prior to making the Play and Connect – William Tell 
finale video. 
 

Musicians from East Gippsland Symphonia, EG Brass 
Band and some community musicians also joined in. 
Musicians were of all ages (8 – 80+) and skill levels. 
 

Rehearsals included individual leading by musicians, 
playing to full orchestra recordings, 1:1 breakout 
rooms, playing of online orchestral games and fun, 
cross-age banter. 
 

There was also cross-age and cross-orchestra sharing 
of knowledge and experiences improving both 
musical skills and remote delivery. 

YOUTH(FUL) ORCHESTRA—all year 
Our orchestra also moved online, initially under the direction of Hilary Rigg, with all musi-

cians upskilling themselves and each other about remote learning. Although everyone would have preferred 
to be face to face there were many benefits including: musicians getting more confident ‘soloing’ as they led 
the orchestra due to only one mic being on at a time; playing at home using practice recordings of all parts 
that had been made. Two videos were produced: Black Rock Blues and Welcome to CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale. 
 

In term 4 we reached out and were thrilled that Mark Sheill accepted the position of directing/conducting 
the orchestra with a mix of remote + onsite rehearsals at the Bairnsdale Hub. Mark brings a commitment to 
supporting regional music making  and a wealth of experience (guest conductor Melbourne Symphony, West 
Australian Symphony, Sydney Sinfonia, Canberra Symphony, Victorian Opera, Moscow Symphony Orchestra) .  
 

Kieran Brown (17yrs), violinist, has taken up the reigns of onsite conducting when Mark directs the rehearsal 
remotely. Kieran is also receiving conducting mentoring on a regular basis from Mark, thus strengthening 
knowledge and skill levels of interested local personnel. 

LINK: (control+click) - VIDEO: 
  Welcome to CRASHENDO! Bairnsdale Mark Sheill, new conductor/director for our orchestra. Mark has been 

guest conductor for Melbourne Symphony and others. See article. 

 

Link: PLAY AND CONNECT-William Tell 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BwhFckH87d6ldsGZfgrGD2_BWUGaW90Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BwhFckH87d6ldsGZfgrGD2_BWUGaW90Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tRjtEr6L6VmX70RUTQJSuIb2yrfSBwlv/view?usp=sharing


Schools Program—instrument tuition at Clifton Creek and Nungurner Primary  
Clifton Creek Primary School was totally burnt in bushfires and amongst all else, all instruments 
were lost. But ever resilient they continued by using ukuleles and recorders.  Clifton Creek has 
now moved into new school buildings, and held an impressive and inclusive end of year 
concert. We look forward to the return of woodwind or brass instruments in 2021. 
 

Nungurner Primary continued with tuition, 3 different bands and pre-orchestral sessions. As 
needed, both schools programs moved online. Students continued to gain social/emotional 
confidence, team skills as well as musical prowess. 

Early Years Program—Little Squeaks and Whistles 
The pilot program in 2019, delivered incursions in 2 settings (kindergarten and long day care) by a very 
experienced tutor Eva Grunden (early years education, music, culturally and trauma informed. These 
incursions informally upskilled staff and developed activity resources.  
 

2020 involved researching musical activities in early years centres and playgroups across the East 
Gippsland region.  This was done by Sonia Forde, and included the level of confidence of staff, 
frequency of use of music, understandings of the benefits to development, relationship to departmental 
framework and what assistance may support inclusion of music. 
 

Local musician/teacher, Rachael Gilliland has been engaged as Co-Ordinator to  
co-plan, and support, interested early learning centres and playgroups with a series of 
professional development opportunities and incursions in 2021.            

John Noble Quartet Program—i-Tet 

 
John Noble , violinist with Orchestra Vic, has 
created an exciting, innovative & inspiring String 
Chamber Music Program in rural and regional 
Victoria.  
 

This program has been operating using a mix of 
online and face to face delivery for 10 years thus 
eliminating the tyranny of distance and often a lack 
of access to professional musicians experienced in 
rural and regional areas of Victoria.  

  

Launched in Bairnsdale in June, this ongoing program supports two new youth string ensembles.  
The Alpine Trio musicians are Noah Greaves (violin), Emily Pendergast (violin) and Selwyn Gurnsey (cello), 
whilst Kieran Brown (violin), Tess Venables (violin), Rebecca Stephens (viola) and Enola Jefferis (cello) 
form the Wy Yung Quartet’.  

 

This year these local youth string musicians experienced 
fortnightly rehearsals with John Noble, with all sessions being 
held via Zoom. The Bairnsdale Hub provides rehearsal space 
and high standard digital technology. 
 

In December, John travelled to Bairnsdale to host the first live 
face to face rehearsal, along with two members of the Itet-
JNQP Traralgon Quartet. I-Tet Ensembles from across Victoria 
perform at the End-Of-Year Celebration Concert which 
usually takes place at the Melbourne Recital Centre, but this 
year was a ‘virtual’ event (online).  
 
 

     Link: i-Tet-JNQP End of Year Virtual Concert 

Wy Yung Quartet— rehearsal with John Noble and two 

members of the Traralgon Quartet — December 

Alpine Trio— remote rehearsal with John Noble 
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